
February 15, 2024 
 
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson 
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Mr. Speaker: 
 
Last September we sent a letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair Kay Granger and 
House Rules Committee Chair Tom Cole, which we include for your review and consideration, 
commending the House Appropriators for defunding the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Latino in the FY24 Department of the Interior, Environment and 
Related Agencies bill (HR 4821).   
 
We are writing to you today to ask you and House Leadership to remain firm against any effort 
to put back in funding for the museum in the final package that ultimately comes out of 
Congress. 
 
As we stated in the aforementioned letter, the museum is disgracefully being used by Leftist 
scholars to push a culturally Marxist narrative about the experiences of Hispanics in America.  
Hispanics are portrayed as mere victims of all sorts of discrimination and their outstanding 
achievements and contributions to the country are largely ignored. 
 
Taxpayer money should not be used to promote any type of ideological perspectives to the 
public, especially when, as in this case, it offers a distorted and offensive description of an entire 
group of American citizens. 
 
The reality is that providing more funding for the museum at this time will only embolden the 
Leftist ideologues that control it.  And, once the museum is fully established and built, Congress 
will be practically powerless to demand any changes. 
 
We were very pleased when the full House passed HR 4821 without taking out the museum’s 
funding cut.  As negotiations with the Senate begin, we respectfully request that you continue to 
make defunding this woke museum a priority. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alfonso Aguilar 
Director of Hispanic Engagement 
American Principles Project 
 

Nilsa Álvarez 
Hispanic Division Director 
Faith & Freedom Coalition 

Jorge Bonilla 
Conservative Commentator 
Former Director, MRC Latino 

Mario Bramnick, Esq. 
Hispanic Impact Panel 
 



   

* The Heritage Foundation is listed for identification purposes only. 
 

Daniel Di Martino 
Graduate Fellow, Manhattan Institute 
Founder, Dissident Project 

Kara Frederick 
Director, Tech Policy Center 
The Heritage Foundation* 

  
Gualberto García-Jones 
Founder 
American ProLifer 

Daniel Garza 
President 
The Libre Initiative 
 

Emilio T. González, PhD 
Former Director 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
 

Mike González 
Senior Fellow 
The Heritage Foundation* 

Joseph Humire 
Executive Director 
Center for a Secure Free Society 
Combat Veteran, USMC 
 

Jorge Martínez 
Director of Hispanic Engagement 
America First Policy Institute 
 

Jesús Márquez 
Conservative Activist 
 

Artemio Muñiz, Esq. 
Conservative Commentator/Businessman 
 

Mailyn Salabarria 
Public Speaker and Freedom Advocate 

Sergio Sánchez 
Texas Radio Host 

 
Mercedes Schlapp 
Senior Fellow 
CPAC Foundation 

 
Catalina Stubbe 
National Director of Outreach 
Moms for Liberty 
 

Joshua Treviño 
Texas Policy Analyst  
 

Peter Vivaldi 
Florida Radio Host 
 

  
 
CC: The Honorable Kay Granger 
 Chair 
 House Appropriations Committee 
 
 The Honorable Jim Banks 
 House Anti-Woke Caucus 


